Public Access Computing Security Tool 

What the Public Access Computing Security Tool does

Providing public access computers often involves time spent keeping the computers functioning properly. Without a security system in place, users may make both intentional and unintentional changes to the computers. These changes can include changing the desktop background, saving files, installing new software, or deleting necessary operating system files.

The Public Access Computing Security Tool is a free application designed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to secure your public access computers. The Security Tool is an adaptation of the security system currently in use on tens of thousands of computers granted to public libraries across the country. This tool is now available for you to use on any non-Gates Windows 2000 or XP Professional computer. Using the Security Tool, you can create secure public profiles on your computers that restrict users from making changes to the computer while allowing access to the resources they need.

What the user sees

Once the Security Tool is installed, when you log on as a public user you see a standard Windows desktop with icons for the chosen programs. Open My Computer and the hard drive is hidden and unavailable. Click on the Start Menu and you are missing Run, Settings (access to Control Panel and Printers), Search and most programs. Open My Network Places and you are unable to browse to other computers on the network.

Once you log off, temporary Internet files, saved and downloaded files, and additions to the History and Favorites folders, are all deleted.

Summary of Profiles

All- users have access to the Internet and all programs.

Child- users have access to all programs, but not to the Internet.

Bigprint- users with visual or dexterity impairments will find this profile useful.

Language- users can select one of twenty-four languages for some programs.

Spanish- designed for Spanish speaking patrons.

To log into a profile, simply type the profile name you wish into the user name on the log-in screen.  All of these profiles do not require a password.
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